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decrease the activity. Two curative directions only of 
treatment are open; the negative pole in over-activity, 
and the positive pole in under-activity. These four results 
may be obtained by applying a voltaic battery to a single 
cell. What may be true of morbid processes is regarded 
likewise true of normal processes. The current of action 
is explained on the supposition that unstable endothermic 
substances formed by protoplasmic voltaic action at the 
negative element during repose, are decomposed and 
produce a current in an opposite direction. The chemical, 
oxidizing, kalabolic, protoplasmic foci of the liberate en¬ 
ergies are ascertainable by the peculiarity of—the electric 
—that it inhibits polarity. A. F. 


Society 2tcpm*ts. 


SECTION ON NEUROLOGY AND MEDICAL 
JURISPRUDENCE OF THE AMERICAN MED¬ 
ICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The reports, both personal and journalistic, which 
have come to us all concur that the late annual meeting 
of the American Medical Association in Detroit was the 
most successful ever held, and particularly from the scien¬ 
tific standpoint. Admirable work was done in nearly all 
the Sections, in some of them equaling that done by the 
national special associations which compose the Congress 
of American Physicians and Surgeons. 

In the general meeting of the Association, an amend¬ 
ment to the constitution was adopted, which it is gen¬ 
erally anticipated will have a great influence for good on 
the future scientific work of the Association and its Sec¬ 
tions. This amendment is as follows : 

“ That each Section of this Association shall elect an 
Executive Committee of three members, who shall be 
chosen from among those who have been in attendance 
upon the sessions of the Section for at least two years; 
to serve one, two, and three years respectively ; and that 
thereafter, the retiring Chairman of the Section shall take 
the place upon the Executive Committee of the retiring 
member of the Committee. It shall be the duty of the 
Executive Committee, in conjunction with the Chairman 
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and Secretary, to give special attention to the interests of 
their own Section. 

“These Executive Committees of the Sections so 
formed shall constitute the General Business Committee 
of the Association. They shall hold daily meetings dur¬ 
ing the sessions of the Association, and all matters of 
business not provided for by the Committee of Arrange¬ 
ments, the Board of Trustees, the Judicial Council, the 
Committee on American Medical Neurology, and Special 
Committees shall be referred to them without debate. 

“ It shall be the duty of the General Business Com¬ 
mittee to give especial attention to the interests of the As¬ 
sociation, and to promote the welfare of the various Sec¬ 
tions ; to consider all matters of business referred to it 
by the Association, and report upon them at the earliest 
possible moment, when the Association may adopt or 
reject the report as it may deem best.” 

The programme for the Section on Neurology and 
Medical Jurisprudence was full and interesting. The 
Chairman of the Section was Dr. Harold N. Moyer, of 
Chicago, and the Secretary, Dr. George R. Trowbridge, 
of Danville, Pa. Dr. Trowbridge, however, was not pres¬ 
ent, and his place was ably filled by Prof. J. W. Herdman, 
of Ann Arbor, Michigan. The programme included forty- 
one papers, although some of those on the list were not 
presented, or were read by title, because of the absence 
of the authors of the papers, or the want of time. A few 
papers not on the list were introduced during the session. 
Some of the papers were of great value, first among 
which might be mentioned one on Nerve Regeneration 
after Suture, by Dr. W. H. Howell, of Ann Arbor, who 
has recently been elected to a position in the medical 
department of Harvard University. The paper on Hered¬ 
ity in Primary Degeneration of the Nervous System, by 
Dr. Sanger Brown, of Chicago, was a valuable contribu¬ 
tion, and was illustrated by two patients brought from a 
distance. Other valuable papers were those by Dr. C. H. 
Hughes, of St. Louis, on Hysterical Concomitants of 
Organic Nervous Disease; on Retinal Excitation of Cor¬ 
tical Origin in Visual Hallucination, by Dr. C. G. Chad- 
dock, of Traverse City, Michigan; on Electrical Execution, 
by Dr. A. D. Rockwell, of New York; on the Reflex Theory 
in Nervous Disease, by Dr. L. Bremer, of St. Louis; and 
on Reflex Genito-Urinary Neuroses, by Dr. G. Frank 
Lydston, of Chicago. Inebriety received full considera¬ 
tion from Drs. Crothers, Dewey, and others, an entire 
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session having been set aside for the consideration of 
this subject, and various phases of alcoholism. 

Dr. James G. Kiernan, of Chicago, who has from 
the first taken an active interest in the Section, con¬ 
tributed a valuable paper and instructive points to the 
discussions. Dr. Emerson, of Detroit, and Dr. Evarts, of 
College Hill, Ohio, were active in the work of the Sec¬ 
tion. From the East. Dr. F. X. Dercum, and Dr. Charles 
K. Mills, of Philadelphia, were present and took part in 
the discussions. Dr. Mills read a paper on Disorders of 
Pantomime among Aphasics. It is to be regretted that 
several gentlemen from the East whose names were down 
for papers were not present. Dr. Moyer, the Chairman, 
deserves great credit for his energy in preparing and 
forwarding the work of the Section. 

For next year, Dr. Charles K. Mills, of Philadelphia, 
was elected Chairman, and Dr. James D. Kiernan, of 
Chicago, Secretary. An earnest effort will be made 
to have the meeting of next year scientific in character, 
and repsesentative of all parts of the country ; and it is 
sincerely to be hoped that neurologists and alienists from 
every section of the Union will take an active part in the 
work of the Section. No good reason would seem to exist 
why the meetings of this Section should not be made to 
equal in merit those of the American Neurological Associ¬ 
ation, most of the members of which have also the right of 
membership in the American Medical Association. The 
advantages to the specialists in nervous diseases and 
psychiatry, and to the members of the general profession 
who come together at the meetings of the American 
Neurological Association are reciprocal. General prac¬ 
titioners from different parts of the country frequently 
attend meetings of Sections of which they are not active 
members, to listen to the views of those who are known 
to them through college work, the journals, or in other 
ways; and the specialists become personally acquainted 
with those who are most likely to need their services as 
counselors. Specialists and semi-specialists from differ¬ 
ent Sections also are brought into more intimate and 
pleasant personal relations. 

The proximity of Milwaukee to the Columbian Expo¬ 
sition will probably stimulate an unusual number to 
attend next year the meeting of the American Medical 
Association from all parts of our own country and even 
abroad, and all the Sections will doubtless feel the value 
of this stimulus. 
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Some of the paper read before the Section at the 
present meeting will be published in our pages, and we 
hope next -year to much more fully record for our read¬ 
ers the work of this Section, both as represented by its 
papers and their discussion. 


NEW YORK NEUROLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Meeting of May j, 1892. 

The President, Dr. M. A. Starr, in the chair. 

ACQUIRED MYOTONIA. 

Dr. G. Jacoby presented a patient with typical 
phenomena of this disease. The patient, a male, With a 
history of chancre some few years ago, but with no 
further symptoms, first observed, nine weeks previous to 
presentation, cramps in the hand, and found that flex¬ 
ion of the fingers caused tonic contraction. This condi¬ 
tion existed to a marked extent in both hands, some lit¬ 
tle time elapsing before the hands could be voluntarily 
opened when flexed. The shoulders were beginning to 
be involved in process. There were no sensory disturb¬ 
ances. Electrical reaction gave myotonic contraction. 
Mechanical reaction over the hands, forearms, and shoul¬ 
ders was plainly demonstrated. The patient was a cigar- 
maker, and the speaker put the question as to whether 
the disease was a professional neurosis or not ? One 
thing certain it was not a case of Thomsen’s disease, but 
the speaker thought that there might be a link between 
such cases, because he had seen a similar case of acquired 
myotonia develop into Thomsen’s disease. 

LIVE ISSUES IN NEUROLOGY. 

Dr. M. A. Starr selected this title for his Inaugural 
Address, on taking the chair as the new President of the 
Society. After reviewing the work of the Society 
for the past few years, the speaker offered a suggestion 
in the mapping out of future work, it was, that there 
should be a more general discussion of neurological sub¬ 
jects. Collective investiagtion of disease was certainly 
of the greatest value. 



